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[p. 593] I do not know whether it has been remarked by others as well as myself, that some 

of the finest and most useful English works on the subject of Practical Divinity are by female 

authors. I suppose it is owing to the peculiar susceptibility of the female mind, and its 

consequent warmth of feeling, that its productions, when they are really valuable, find a 

more ready way to the heart than those of the other sex; and it gives me great pleasure to see 

women gifted with superior talents, applying those talents to promote the cause of religion 

and virtue. As I think this a subject which it may be useful to consider, both as doing justice 

to those whose names are before the public, and as exciting the emulation of those of their 

sex who are capable of imitating such bright examples, I wish to devote this and some future 

articles to the consideration of some of the works of the English female authors of the day 

on Practical Divinity, and further to examine some of the prejudices which still exist on the 

subject of female education. 

 

It is a proof (if any were needed) of the value of our religion, purified from the degrading 

superstitions of the Romish Church, that England has produced in one age so many female 

writers on morals and divinity, whose works are conspicuous for their force of argument, for 

their simplicity, and for that earnestness which can be expressed only because it is felt, and 

which can be felt only because the truths which it declares are as evident to the understanding 

as they are interesting to the heart. While, if we turn our attention to authors of the same sex 

in Catholic countries, and consider the services which they have rendered to the cause of 

religion, what a contrast will they form with our countrywomen! Whatever their religion 

may be as exemplified in their lives, in their writings it is cold, artificial, made use of to 

display talents by unnatural refinements; at the same time that it evinces the grossest 

inconsistencies. If in reading their works we find any religious observation [p. 594] which 

pleases us, how soon is our pleasure alloyed by discovering some defective morality, some 

hidden licentiousness, or at least some artificial sentiment, which proves that they have 

drawn their ideas from that source which is tainted by the foul admixtures of superstition, 

instead of from that well-spring of life which, under the influence of a pure religion, springs 

up in every bosom! Compare the elevated and noble works of Mrs. Hannah More with the 

qualified morality, the affected feeling, the long-drawn-out sentiments of Madame Genlis; 

though I believe both to be women of great talents and sincere piety. It is the difference of 

the religions that has raised one to such an eminence above the other. Compare the brilliant 

imagination, the warm feelings, the conversational accomplishments of Madame de Stäel, 

with the similar qualities of our first female poet, Mrs. Barbauld. What has given to the 

productions of the latter their irresistible force, their universal interest? Surely, the spirit of 

pure and simple devotion which breathes through every line. For genius, Madame de Stäel 

stands pre-eminent, for goodness of heart scarcely less so; but our countrywoman has been 

taught to fix her standard higher, and has consequently made the greatest advances. 

 

Many have feared that we are losing the simplicity and purity of our manners, by intercourse 

with the continent; but I do net fear. As long as our women, and such women, live and write 

under the influence of a pure religion, we are safe; and I would rather hope that truth is 

making sure, though slow advances, and that a simple belief and pure morality, will in time 
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take place of the superstitions and corruptions now prevalent in the countries of which I have 

been speaking. 

 

The first work which claims our attention on the subject of wich I am treating is Mrs. Moore's 

Practical Piety, a production which, though I believe it has been much read, is not in general 

sufficiently studied. I do not entirely approve the whole work, or perhaps even the whole of 

any one chapter; some doctrines are inculcated which are repugnant to my reason, some 

subjects are refined upon more than, is necessary; but the way in which holy truths are made 

evident, and carried home to every one’s bosom, renders the work truly valuable. In the 

chapter on "Periodical Religion" some forcible remarks occur on a subject highly important, 

but on which it is most convenient for the world in general to entertain ideas totally opposite 

to those of Mrs. More, viz. religious conversation. How strange does it appear that the object 

for which we were brought into the world, the object which ought to engage our principal, 

not to say our whole attention, should be kept entirely out of sight in our intercourse, with 

one another! How strange it is that countless millions of beings, created for the same ends, 

endowed with the same powers, enjoying a great degree the same facilities and privileges, 

with a reward great beyond conception placed within the reach of each and all, with a 

punishment too dreadful for the imagination to comprehend, set before them, which they are 

all in danger of incurring without the strictest vigilance, should pass through life in constant 

communication with each other, should experience its vicissitudes and uncertainties, should 

approach its boundary; should be summoned to the last tribunal, without having held 

communion together concerning their best interests! While they experience the instability of 

every thing earthly, while they sicken at and become weary of the best enjoyments the world 

can give, they leave the glorious hopes, the awful threatenings, the thousand interesting 

objects of the gospel, to be unheard of, disregarded, and I fear I must say too often unfelt; 

for surely those who feel the hourly influence of religion in their conduct, who make it the 

delight of their thoughts, cannot forever banish it from their conversation, cannot prevent 

"the mouth" from giving utterance to the "abundance of the heart." I am aware of and can 

make allowance for the sacredness of the feelings on this holy subject, but I must believe 

that those feelings are indulged too far, which would lead us to forget religion, or to 

encourage the forgetfulness of it in others.  

 

I by no means advocate the practice of lightly bridging forward subjects of [p. 595] religious 

discussion in mixed company; but there is seriousness of deportment, a tone of mind, of 

manners and of conversation, which at once distinguish the religious man, and which I 

should wish to see generally esteemed and practised. I cannot render a more acceptable 

service to my readers than by extracting a passage on this subject from the chapter before 

us, and by directing their attention to a chapter on the “Introduction of Religious 

Conversation in mixed Company.” 

 

“If we really believe that it is the design of Christianity to raise us to a participation of the 

Divine Nature, the slightest reflection on this elevation of our character would lead us to 

maintain its dignity in the ordinary intercourse of life. We should not so much inquire 

whether we are transgressing any actual prohibition, whether any standing law is pointed 

against us, as whether we are supporting the dignity of the Christian character; whether we 

are acting suitably to our profession; whether more exactness in the common occurrences 

of the day, more correctness in our conversation, would not be such evidences of our 

religion, as by being obvious and intelligible, might not almost insensibly produce important 

effects. 

 

The most insignificant people must not undervalue, through indolence or selfishness, their 

own influence. Most persons have a little circle of which they are a sort of centre. Its 
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smallness may lessen their quantity of good, but does not diminish the duty of using that little 

influence wisely. Where is the human being so inconsiderable but that he may in some shape 

benefit others, either by calling their virtues into exercise, or by setting them an example of 

virtue himself? But we are humble just in the wrong place. When the exhibition of our talents 

or splendid qualities is in question, we are not backward in the display. When a little self-

denial is to be exercised, when a little good might be effected by our example, by our discreet 

management in company, by giving a better turn to conversation, then at once we grow 

wickedly modest —Such an insignificant creature as I am can do no good. Had I a higher 

rank or brighter talents, then indeed; my influence might be exerted to some purpose. Thus 

under the mask of diffidence we justify our indolence, and let slip those lesser occasions of 

promoting religion which if we all improved: how much might the condition of society be 

raised. 

 

The hackneyed interrogation, “What must we be always talking about religion?” must have 

the hackneyed answer —Far from it. Talking about religion is not being religious. But we 

may bring the spirit of religion into company, and keep it in perpetual operation, when we 

do not professedly make it our subject. We may be constantly advancing its interests, we may 

be giving an example of candour, of moderation, of humility, of forbearance. We may employ 

our influence by correcting falsehood, by checking levity, by discouraging calumny, by 

vindicating misrepresented merit, by countenancing every thing which has a good tendency, 

—in short, by throwing our whole weight, be it great or small, into the right scale.”—

Practical Piety, Vol. 1. Chap. iv. Periodical Religion1. 

 

The chapter on Prayer is a highly valuable summary of the reasons for the practice of this 

important duty, and of the answers to the most common objections against it. I will not injure 

this dissertation by extracting any part where the whole is so connected together, but will 

content myself with recommending this and the following chapter to the serious 

consideration of my readers.  

 

Greatly, indeed, are we indebted to the author of the work before us. It contains rules for the 

government of the Christian in his conduct towards God, his fellow-creatures and himself. 

Many may deem the duties inculcated too severe, the observances too strict, the threatenings 

too urgent, the promises too difficult of attainment; but let such consider the paramount 

importance of the object in view; let them admire and be grateful for the benevolent 

earnestness of one who, having so far pressed forward toward that standard which she has 

not displaced from its divine elevation endeavours to lend a helping hand to those who desire 

to advance, and to awaken those who slumber in a fearful indifference to eternal things. It is 

[p. 596] true, she has drawn a faithful picture of the difficulties, the temptations and dangers 

of the followers of Christ, but let those who are discouraged refer to her picture of the death-

bed of a Christian; let them declare if all the privations and anxieties which can be endured 

in a life of a few short years, may not willingly be undergone to secure the peace and 

tranquility, nay, more, the hope and joy which she describes as being the portion of the good 

man, even on the bed of pain, of sickness and of death. Who would not resign the world and 

its fleeting pleasures, for an immortal inheritance, and for such a transition to it as is here 

described? 

 

“The power of distinguishing objects increases with our approach to them. The Christian 

feels that he is entering on a state where every care will cease, every fear vanish, every 

desire be fulfilled, every sin be done away, every grace perfected. Where there will be no 

more temptations to resist, no more passions to subdue, no more insensibility to mercies, no 

 
1 Practical Piety was published the first time in London in 1811, by T. Cadell and W. Davies. 
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more deadness in service, no more wandering in prayer, no more sorrows to be felt for 

himself, nor tears to be shed for others. He is going where his devotion will be without 

languor, his love without alloy, his doubts certainty, his expectation enjoyment, his hope 

fruition. All will be perfect, for God will be all in all. 

 

From God he knows that he shall derive immediately all his happiness. It will no longer pass 

through any of those channels which now sully its purity. It will be offered him through no 

second cause which may fail, no intermediate agent which may deceive, no uncertain 

medium which may disappoint. The felicity is not only certain, but perfect; not only perfect, 

but eternal.  

 

As he approaches the land of realities, the shadows of this earth cease to interest or mislead 

him. The films are removed from his eyes. Objects are stripped of their false lustre. Nothing 

that is really little, any longer looks great. The mists of vanity are dispersed. Every thing 

which is to have an end appears small, appears nothing. Eternal things assume their proper 

magnitude —for he beholds them in the true point of vision. He has ceased to lean on the 

world, for he has found it both a reed and a spear; it has failed, and it has pierced him. He 

leans not on himself, for he has long known his weakness. He leans not on his virtues, for 

they can do nothing for him. Had he no better refuge, he feels that his sun would set in 

darkness, his life close in despair. 

 

But he knows in whom he has trusted, and therefore knows not what he should fear. He looks 

upwards with holy but humble confidence to that great Shepherd, who, having long Since 

conducted him into green pastures, having by his rod corrected and by his staff supported 

him, will, he humbly trusts, guide him through the dark valley of the shadow of death, and 

safely conduct him to the peaceful realms of everlasting rest.” —Practical Piety, Vol. IL 

Chap. xxi, The Temper and the Conduct of the Christian in Sickness and in Death. 

 

This work has often been objected to by those of different religious opinions from Mrs. 

More, on account of its doctrines, but this appears to me highly unreasonable. I differ nearly 

as much from the author, with respect to religious belief, as one Protestant can from another; 

but I find nothing really offensive to my feelings in comparison with those portions which 

excite my high admiration. There are opinions grounded on a belief in the 

doctrines of the atonement, of original sin, of the pre-existence of our Saviour, and some 

others; but these may be either omitted, or made to rest on another foundation. At all events, 

it appears highly unreasonable and absurd to decline receiving instruction from a work, 

because some parts do not accord with our opinions. 

 

The other works of Mrs. More do not come under the description of those which I propose 

at present to consider, and are in the main points so similar in design and execution, that it 

will be unnecessary for me to observe more than that they all deserve a serious perusal, and 

that from the effects which they have already produced, much benefit may be anticipated 

from the further diffusion of them. 

 

I propose in my next article to offer sonic remarks on the productions of other authors of the 

same class. 

 

DISCIPULUS. 
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But -wbenyou know me better, which 
- I hope will'.soon- be the case, I trust 
you will find that, as Pope. soineWhere 
says, 'I am too proud to be vain.' 
At the commencement of a correspon-
dence, and will you allow me to say. 
of a friendship, from which I expect 
both pleasure and advantage, I wish 
you to bear in mind, that when I 
speak as I have now done, of the state 
of religious knowledge, I must be un-
derstood as speaking of it as it is 
known to me. Many illustrations 
may have been given of the different 
doctrines which I mentioned above, 
which I have not seen, and hence many 
of the objections which I could bring 
against those which I have seen, may 
have been already fully obviated. For 
instance, I have never seen The 
Monthly Repository,' and hence I 
must be ignorant of many things it 
contains. I design, however, to avail 
myself of it from your recommenda-
tion. * • • * • [Dr. 3 Southwood 
Smith I only know from his Reply to 
Thomson *—a performance which did 
him infinite honour. 

"1 hope to have the pleasure of 
meeting with you some time; and 
should that happen, we could say more 

'in an hour than we can write in an 
age. Are you never in this part of 
the world? Nothing could give me 
greater pleasure than to see you at 
Traquair Manse. As it is, you can 
write, and I expect to hear from you 
soon, and to receive all the informa-
tion which I know you can give re-
specting the advancement of pure 
and undefiled religion' in the world. 
* * *. 

"I was sorry that the ,Turnbulls 
found it necessary to leave Scotland.f 
4 The little leaven might have leavened 
a great lump;' but there is no help 
for it, and we ofttinaes cannot be cer-
tain what is best. Of one thing, how-
ever, I am certain, that I am, 

"My dear Sir, 
"Yours, &c. 

"JAMES NICOL." 

* The Editor of the Christian Instrue-
tor.4

t For the United States. 
vox,. XVI I • ' • -- 4 'o 

remalelfriters on PraotioalDivinity. 
No. I. 

Mad. MORE. 
DO not know whether it has been 
remarked by others as well as 

myself, that some of the finest and 
most useful English works on the sub-
ject of Practical Divinity are by female 
authors. I suppose it is owing to the 
peculiar susceptibility of the female 
mind, and its consequent warmth of 
feeling, that its productions, when 
they are really valuable, find a more 
ready way to the heart than those of 
the other sex; and it gives me great 
pleasure to see women gifted with 
superior talents, applying those talents 
to promote the cause of religion and 
virtue. As I think this a subject 
which it may be useful to consider, 
both as doing justice to those whose 
names are before the public, and as 
exciting the emulation of _those of 
their sex who are capable of imitating 
such bright examples, I wish to de-
vote this and some future articles to 
the consideration of some of the works 
of the English female authors of the 
day on Practical Divinity, and further 
to examine some of the prejudices 
which still exist on the subject of 
female education. 

It is a proof (if any were needed) 
of the value of our reAgion, purified 
from the degrading superstitions of 
the Romish Church, that England has 
produced in one age so many female 
writers on morals and divinity, whose 
works are conspicuous for qeir force 
of argument, for their simplicity, and 
for that earnestness which can be ex-
pressed only because it is felt, and 
which can be- felt only because the 
truths which it declares are as evident 
to the understanding as they are inte-
resting to the heart. While, if we 
turn our attention to authors of the 
same sex in Catholic countries, and 
consider the services which they have 
rendered to the cause of religion, what 
a contrast will they form with .oux 
countrywomen I Whatever their reli-
g, ion may be as exempliSed in 'their 
lives, in their writings it is cold, artifi-
cial, noade use of to display talents by 
unnatural refinements; at 'the atone 
time that it • evinces the grossest in-
consistencies.  , If in reading their 
works' we' find any religioUs obserVa-
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' tion ldeasesus, how S'Outi Ts btir 
pleasure alloys by 'discovering some 
defective morality, sorae hidden licen-
tiousness, Or at least some artificial 
sentiment, which proves that they 
have 'drawn their ideas from that 
source which is tainted by the foul 
admixtures of superstition, instead of 
from that well-spring Of life Which, 
under the influence of a pure' religion, 
springs up in every bosom! Compare 
the elevated and noble works of Mrs. 
Hannah More with the qualified mo-
rality, the affected feeling, the long-
drawn-out sentiments of Madame Gen-
us; though I believe both to be women 
of great talents and sincere piety. It 
is the difference of the religions that 
has raised one to Stich an eminence 
above the other. Compare the bril-
liant imagination, the Warm feelings, 
the cenversational accomplishments of 
Madvne tie Stan, With the similar 
qualities of our first female poet, Mrs. 
Barbauld. What has given to the 
productions of the latter their irre-
sistible force, their universal interest.? 
Surely,, the spirit of pure and sit-rifle 
devotion which breathes through every 
line. Fer genius, Madame de Stan 
stands pre-eminent, for geodness Of 
heart scarcely less so ; but our coun-
trywoman has been taught to fit, her 
standard higher, and has consequently 
made the greatest advances, 

Many have feared that we are losing 
the simplicity and purity of our man-
ners, by intercourse with the Conti-
nenr; but I do net feer:. As long as 
our women, and such Women, live and 
write under the infliienee of a pare 
religion, we are Safe; and I wotild ra-
ther hope that truth is making sure, 
though slow advances, and that a 
simple belief and 'pure Morality, will in 
time take place of the superstitiOns 
and corruptions now prevalent in the 
countries of which [have been speak-
ing. 

The first work which claims our 
attention on the subject of. Whieli 
am treating is 1V1z13. Alore's Practical 
Piety, a production 'whieh; thefigh.I 
believe it has been intickeead, i uot 
In general sufficie,ntly studied. I do 
not entirely approve the whole Work, 
or perhaps evtri the wlioje of aq..eine 
chapter; some dectrEnea :are 

• Cated which ark rellugnint ;to my; &a-
eon, some subjects- are refilled' upon 

more 'than, is ti say; way 
in which holy. itut s are4iactii dt4dent, 
and carrlect-home to"e'verreny4 bosom, 
renders' the work trtily . valultble. In 
the chapter on "Periodical Religiou" 
some forcible remarks occur on a sub-
ject highly important, but on which 
it is most convenient for the world in 
general to entertain ideas totally op.. 
posite to those of Mrs. More, viz. 
religious conversation. How strange 
does it appear that the object for 
which we were brought into the world, 
the object which ought to engage our 
principal, not to say our whole atteu-
tion, should be kept entirely out of 
sight in our intercourse, with one ano-
ther! How strange it is that countless 
millinns of beings, created for the 
same ends, endowed with the same 
powers, enjoying a great degree 
the same facilities and privileges, with 
a reward great . beyond 'Conception 
placed within the reach of each and 
all, with a punishment too dreadful 
for the imagination to comprehend, 
set' before them, which they' are. all in 
danger of incurring without 'the strict-
est vigilance, Should pass thrOugi.li life 
in constant commumeatiouvirith each 
other, shoald experience its vichisi-
tildes and 'Inc' ortainties,. Should ap-
proach its boundary; should be, Sum-
moned to the last tribunal, without 
having held communien together con-

' cerning their. best intel.es1s1 While 
they experience the instability: of every 

'thing earthly, while they sieketi at and 
become weary of the best enjoyments 
the world can give, they leave the glo-

'riOus hopes, the awful threatenings, 
the thousand interesting objecfs of the 
gospel, to be unheard Of, disregarded, 
and I fear I must say too Oftelta unfelt; 
for surely those who feel the hourly 
influence of religion in their conduct, 
who make it the delight of their 
thoughts, cannot for ever banish it 
from their conversation, 'cannot pre-
vent " the mouth" from giving utter-
ance to the " abundance of the heart." 
I am aware of and can make allowance 
for the. sacredness' Of the feelings on 
this holy subject, but I must believe 
that those feelings are indulged too 
far, which would lead us to forget 
religion, or to ,encourage the forget-
fulness of it in others. 

I by no means advocate the 13ractiee 
of lightly bridging forward subjects of 
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religious discussion in mixed company; 
but there is Seriousness Of deport-
ment, sa tone of mind,. of manners 
and of conversation,, which at once 
distinguish the religions man, and 
which I should wiih- to see generally 
esteemed and practised. I cannot ren-
der a more acceptable -service to my 
readers than by extracting a passage 
on thislubject from the chapter before 
us, and by directing their attention to 
a chapter on the IntroductiOn of 
Religious Conversation in mixed Coin-
pony." 

" If we really believe that it is the 
design of Christianity to raise us to a 
participation of the Divine Nature, 
the slightest reflection on this elevation 
of our character would lead us to 
maintain its dignity in the ordinary 
intercourse el life. We should not 
so much inquire whether we are trans-
gressing any actual prohibition, whe-
ther any standing law is pointed 
against us, as whether we are sup-
porting the dignity of the Christian 
character ; " whether we are acting 
suitably to our profession; whether 
more exactness in the common occur-
rences of the day, more correctness in 
our conversation, would not be such 
evidences of our religion as, by being 
obvious and 'intelligible, might not 
almost insensibly produce important 
effects. 
"The most insignificant people must 

not undervalue, through indolence or 
selfishness, their own influence. Most 
persons have a little circle of which 
they arc a sort of centre. Its smallness 
may lessen their quantity of good, but 
does not diminish the duty of using 
that little influence wisely. Where is 
the human being so inconsiderable 
(nit that he may in sonnie shape benefit 
others, either by calling their virtues 
into exercise, or by setting them an 
example of virtue himself? 

" But we are humble just in the 
wrong place. When the exhibition 
of our talents or splendid qualities is 

qnestion, we are not backward in 
the display. When a- little self-denial 
is to be exercised, when a little good 
might he effected by our example, by 
our discreet management in company, 
by giving a better turn to conversation, 
then at once we grow wickedly rno-
dest—` Such an insignificant creature 
as I am can do no good. Had I a 
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higher rank or brighter talents., then 
indeed;  y:influence might be exerted'm 
to soul purpose.' This under the 
mask of diffidence we -pi* our ludo. - 
letice, and let slip those lesser peen-
aions of promtiting rOgion which if 
we all improved: how-inuch 'might the 
condition 'of society be raised 1"--7-" The 
hackneyed interrogation, Wb,ati must 
we be always talking about religion?' 
must have the hackneyedaniwer, For 
from it. Talking about religion is not 
being religious. But we may bring 
the spirit of religion into company, 
and keep it in perpetual operation, 
when we do not professedly make it 
our subject. We may be constantly 
advancing its interests, we may be 
giving an example of candour, of mo-
deration, of humility, of forbearance. 

, We may employ our influence by cor-
recting 'falsehood, by checking levity, 
by discouraging cal urney,by Vindicating 
inisrepresented merit, by countenan-
cing every thing which has a good ten-
deney,,—in short, by throwing our 
whole weight, be it great or small, into 
the right scale ."—Practical Piety, Vol. 
1. Chap. iv. 

The 'chapter on Prayer is a highly 
valuable summary of the reasons for 
the practice of this important duty, 
and of the answers to the most com-
mon objections against it. I will not 
injure this dissertation by extracting 
any part where the whole is so con-
nected -together, but will content my-. 
self with recommending this and. the 
following chapter to the serious con-
sideration of my readers. 

Greatly, indeed, arc we indebted to 
the author of the work before us.. It 
contains rules for the government of 
the Christian in his conduct towards 
(;od, his- fellow-creatures and himself. 
Many may deem the duties inculcated 
too severe, the observances too strict, 
the threatenings ton urgent, the 'pro-
mises too difficult of attainment; but 
let such consider the paramount im-
portance of the object in view; let 
them admire and be grateful for the 
benevolent earnestness of one who, 
having so far pressed forward toward 
'that standard which she has not dis-
placed from its divine elevatiOn en - 
deavours to lend a 'helping hand to 
those who desire to advance, and to 
awaken those who slumber in a fearful 
indifference to eternal things. It is 
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true, she has drawn a faithful picture 
of the difficulties, the temptations and 
dangers of the followers of Christ, but 
let those who are discouraged refer to 
her picture of the death-bed of a 
Christian; let them declare if all the 
privations and anxieties which can be 
endured in a life of a few short years, 
may not willingly be undergone to 
secure the peace and tranquillity, nay, 
more, the hope and joy which she 
describes as being the portion of the 
good man, even on the bed of pain, of 
sickness and of death. Who would 
not resign the world and its fleeting 
pleasures, for an immortal inheritance, 
and for such a transition to it as is 
here described ? 

"The power of distinguishing ob-
jects increases with our approach to 
them. The Christian feels that he is 
entering on a state where every care 
will cease, every fear vanish, every de-
sire be fulfilled, every sin be done 
away, every grace perfected. Where 
there will be no more temptations to 
resist, no more passions to subdue, 
no more insensibility to mercies, no 
more deadness in , service, no more 
wandering in prayer, no more sorrows 
to be felt for himself, nor tears to be 
shed for others. He is going: where 
his devotion will be without languor, 
his love without alloy, his doubts cer-
tainty, his expectation enjoyment, his 
hope fruition. All will be perfect, 
for God will be all in all." 

"From God he knows that he shall 
derive immediately all his happiness. 
It will no longer pass through any of 
those channels which now sully its 
purity. It will be offered him through 
no second cause which may fail, no 
intermediate agent which may deceive, 
no uncertain medium which may dis-
appoint. The felicity is not only cer-
tain, but perfect; not only perfect, 
but eternal."—" As he approaches 
the land of realities, the shadows of 
this earth cease to interest or mislead 
him. The films are removed from his 
eyes. Objects are stripped of their 
false lustre. Nothing that is really 
little, any longer looks great. The 
mists of vanity are dispersed. Every 
thing which is to have an end appears 
small, appears nothing. Eternal things 
assume their proper magnitude—for 
he beholds them in the true point of 
vision. He has ceased to lean on the 

world, for he has found it both a reed 
and a spear; it has failed, and it has 
pierced him. He leans not on himself, 
for he has long known his weakness. 
He leans not on his virtues, for they 
can do nothing for him. Had he no 
better refuge, he feels that his sun 
would set in darkness, his life close 
in despair."—" But he knows in whom 
he has trusted, and therefore knows 
not what he should fear. He looks 
upwards with holy but humble confi-
dence to that great Shepherd, who, 
having long Since conducted him into 
green pastures, having by his rod cor-
rected and by his staff supported him, 
will, he humbly trusts, guide him 
through the dark valley of the shadow 
of death, and safely conduct him to 
the peaceful realms of everlasting 
rest." —Practical Piety, Vol. IL Chap. 
xxi. 

This work has often been objected 
to by those of different religious opi-
nions from Mrs. More, on account of 
its doctrines, but this appears to me 
highly unreasonable. I differ nearly 
as much from the author, with respect 
to religious belief, as one Protestant 
can from another; but I find nothing 
really offensive to my feelings in com-
parison with those portions which ex-
cite my high admiration. There are 
opinions grounded on a belief in the 
doctrines of the atonement, of original 
sin, of the pre-existence of .our Savi-
our, and some others; but these may 
be either omitted, or made to rest on 
another foundation. At all events, 
it appears highly unreasonable and 
absurd to decline receiving instruction 
from a work, because some parts do 
not accord with our opinions. 

The other works of Mrs. More do 
not come under the description of 
those which I propose at present to 
consider, and are in the main points 
so similar in design and. execution, 
that it will be unnecessary for Ine to 
observe more than that they all de-
serve a serious perusal, and that from 
the effects which they have already 
produced, much benefit may be anti-
cipated from the further diffusion of 
them. 

propose in my next article to offer 
sonic remarks on the productions of 
other authors of the same class. 

DISCIPULUS. 
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. I by lie balkibsurAy iftsposing our thoughts 
sad actswm, war devotion and our practice to a 
conformity to path other and to itself. 

It us net consider a spirit of worldliuses as 
a little inf.rmity, as a natural, and therefore a 
pardonable weakness; as a trifling error which 
will be overlooked fur the sake of our many good 
qualities. It is in feet the essence of nor other 
faults; the temper that stands between as and 
our salvation; the spirit which ii in direct op. 
position to the Spirit or God. Individual sins 
may more easily be cured, but this is the prin. 
eiple of all spiritual disease. A worldly spirit 
where it is rooted and cherished, runs through 
the whole chacaeter, insinuates itself in all we 
say and think and do. It io this which makes 
us so dead in religion, so averse from spiritual 
things. so Aireetful of God, so unmindful of eter-
nity, so satisfied with ourselves, so impatient of 
serious discourse, and so alive to that vain and 
frivolous intercourse, which excludes intellect 
almost as much as piety from our general con. 
venation. 

It is not therefore our more considerable ac-
tions alone which require watching, for they 
seldom occur. They do not form the habit of 

• life in ourselves, nor the chief importance or our 
tirample to others. It is to our ordinary !whs. 
eiour ; it is to our deportment in common life; 
It is to our prevailing turn of mind in general 
intercourse, by which we shall profit or corrupt 
those with whom we associate. It is our con-
duct in social life which will help to diffuse a 
spirit of piety, or a distaste to it. If we have 
much influence, this is the place in which par-
ticularly to exert it. If we have little we have 
gall enough to infect the temper and lower the 
tone or our narrow society. • 

If we really believe that it is the design of 
Christianity to raise us to a participation ofthe 
divine nature, the slightest peflection on this 
elevation of our character would lead us to main-
tain its dignity in the ordinary intercourse of 
life. We should not so much inquire whether 
we are transit ressing any actual prohibition; 
whether any standing law is pointed against us; 
as whether we .are supporting the dignity of the 
Christian character ; whether we are acting 
suitably to our profession; whether more exact. 
ness in the cielimon itecurrences of the day, 
more cerrecesiess in our convprsation, would not 
be such evidenees of our reli4ion, as by being 

• obviates and intelligible, 'Mete not almost insen-
sibly produeoI upirisud effect*. 

The most iseignificant pei bide muse not through 
indolence stet 0.-Itisliness undervidue their own 
influence. Most persons have a little circle of 
which they sire a sort of centre. Its smallness 
may lessen their quantity of good. but does not 
diminish the duty of using that little influence 

• wisely. Whore is the human being so ineonsi. 
decals!e but that he may he some•shape benefit 
others, either by calling their virtues into ex-
ercise, or by setting them an example of virtue 

• himself? Rut we are humble just in the wrong 
place. When the exhibition of our talents or 
splendid qualities is in question, we are not back. 
ward in the display. When a little self-denial 
Is to be exercised, when a little good might be 
effected by our example, by our discreet ma-

vogentett in company, by giving a Wier tam 
to conversation, then at once we grew wickedly 
nintlait—' Such an i'nsignificant creature as 
are can do no good.'—' Had 1 higher rank or 
brighter talents, then indeed my influence might 
he exerted to some purpoee.'—Thus under the 
inssk of diffidence, we justify our indolence; 
and let slip those lesser occasions of promoting 
religion which if we. all improved, how much 
might the condition of society he raised. 

The hackneyed interrogation, • What—must 
we he always talking about religion ?' mum 
have the hackneyed answer—Far from it. Talk-
ing about religion is not being religious. Hut 
we may bring the spirit of religion into comps. 
ny, and keep it in perpetual operation when we 
do not professedly snake it our subject. We 

may be constantly advancing its interests, oe 
ins, without effort or affectation be giving shli 
example of candour, of moderation, of humility, 
of forbearance. We may employ our influent-I,
by correcting falsehood, by checking levity, by 
diseouragiog calumny, by vindicating miso. 
presented mei it, by countenancing every thing 
which has a good tendency—in short, by throw. 
ing our whole weight, be it great or small, lets 
the right scale. 

CHAP. V. 

Prayer. 

Peanut is the application of want to him was 
only can relieve ii; the voice of sin to him who 
alone can pardon it. It is the urgency of po. 
verty„ the prostration of humility, :he fervency 
of penitence, the confidence of trust. It is le 
eloquence, but earnestness: not the definitioa 
of helplessness, but the feeling of it; not figura 
of' speech, but compunction of soul. It is the 
• Lord save us or we perish' of drowning Peter 
the cry of faith to the ear of mercy. 

Adcration is the noblest employment of ere. 
ated beings; confession the natural 'impel( 
of guilty creatures; gratitude the epontaneeue 
expression of pardoned sinners. 

Prayer is desire. It is not a conception of 
the mind nor a mere ellbrt of the intellect, not 
an act of the memory; but an elevation of' the 
soul towards its Maker; a pressing sense of 
our own ignorance and infirmity, a conscious

 of the perfections of God, of- his readiness 
to hear, of his power to help, of his willingnes! 
to save. 

It is not an emotion produced in the senses; 
nor an effect wrought by the imagination; but 
a determination of the will, an effusion of the 
heart. 

Prayer is the guide to self:knowledge by 
prompting us to look after our sins in order to 
pray against them; a motive to vigilance, by 
teaching us to guard against those sins which, 
through self-examination, we have been enahltj 
to detect. 

Prayer is an act both of the understanding 
and of the heart. The understanding must sp. 
ply Well' to the knowledge or the divine peace -
dons, or the heart will not be led to the a ore. 
don of them. It would not be a reasonable 

t 
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are not likely to be brought To the dying bed 
we must inevitably come. 

Accommodating his state of mind to the na-
ture of hii disease, the dying Christian will de-
rive consolation in any case, either from think-
ingi how forcibly a sudden sickness breaks the 
ehain which" binds him to the world, or how 
gently a gradual decay onus' it. Ho will &el 
and acknowledge the necessity of' all he suffers 
to wean him from hie.  Ho will admire the di. 
vine goodness which commissions the infirmities 
of sickness to divest the woyld of its enchant. 
meets, and to strip death of some of its most 
formidable terrors. He feels with how much 
less reluctance•we quit a body exhausted by suf. 
fering than one in the vigour of health 

Sickness, instead of narrowing the heart—its 
worst effect on an unrenewed mind, enlarges 
his. Be earnestly exhorts those around him to 
defer no act of repentance, no labour of love, no 
deed of justice, no work of mercy, to that state 
of incapacity in which ho now lies. 

How many motives has the Christian to re. 
strain his murmurs! Murmuring offends God 
both as it is injurious to his goodness, and as it 
perverts the occasion which God has now offered 
for giving an example of patience. Let us not 
complain that we have nothing to (lain sickness, 
when we are furnished with the opportunity as 
well as called to the duty of resignation; the 
duty indeed is always ours, but the occasion is 
now more eminently given. Let us not say even 
in this depressed state that we have nothing to 
be thankful for. If bleep be afforded, lot us ac-
knowledge the blessing: if wearisome nights be 
our portion, let us remember they are appoint-
ed to us.' Let us mitigate the grievance of 
watchfulness, by considering it as a sort of pro. 
longation of life; is the gift of more minutes 
granted for meditation and prayer. If we are 
.not able to employ it to either of these purposes, 
there is a fresh occasion for exercising that to. 
signation which will be accepted for both. 

If reason be continued, yet with sufferings too 
intense for any religious duty, the sick Christian 
may take comfort that the business of life was 
accomplished, before the sickness began. He 
will not be terrified if duties aro superseded, .if 
_means are at an end, for he has nothing to do 
but to die.—This is the act fin which all acts, 
all other duties, all other means, will have been 
preparing him. He who has long been habitu-
ated to look death in the face, who has often an-
ticipated the agonies of dissolving nature; who 
has accustomed himself to pray for support un-
der them, will now feel the blessed effect of 
then petitions which have long been treasured 
in heaven. To those anticipatory prayers he 
may perhaps now owe the humble confidence of 
hope in .this inevitable hour. habituated to the 
contemplation, he will not, at least, have the 
dreadful additions of surprise and novelty to ag-
gravate the trying scene. It has long been f . 
miliar to hii mind, though hitherto it could only 
operate with the inferior force of a picture to a 
reality. He will not however have so much 
scared his imagination by the terrors of death, 
as invigorated hie spirit by looking beyond them 
to the bleseedneas which &Howe. Faith will 

• not so much dwell on the opening grave as shoot 
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forward to the glories to which it leads. The
hope of heaven will soften the pangs which lie 
in the way to it. On heaven then he will fix 
his eyes rather than on the awful intervening 
circumstances. He will not dwell on the strut 
gle which is for a moment, but Ora the crows 
which is forever. Ile will endeavour to think 
less of death than of its conqueror; less of tin 
grave than of its spoiler; less of the body in 
ruins than of the spirit in glory;. less of the 
darkness of his closing day than of the opening 
dawn of immortality. In .some brighter ma. 
ments, when viewing his eternal redemption 
drawing nigh, as if the freed spirit had already 
burst its risen walls, as if the manumission had 
actually taken place, ho is ready exultingly to 
exelaim, • My soul is escaped, the snare is Woken, 
and I am delivered.' 

If he ever, inclines to wish for recovery, it Is 
only that he may glorify God by. his future life, 
more than lie has done by the past; but as he 
knows the deceitfulness of his heart, lie is not 
certain that this would be the case, and lie there. 
fore does not wish to live. Yet should he he re. 
stored he humbly resolves, in a better strength 
than his own, to dedicate his life to the restorer. 

But be suffers not his thoughts to dwell on 
life. Retiospections are at an end. Ills pros. 
peets.aa to this world are at an end aiso; He 
commits himself unreservedly to his heavenly 
Father. But though secure of' the port, lie may 
still dread the passage. The Christian will re 
joice that his rest is at hand, the man may shad 
tier at the unknown transit. If faith is strong 
nature is weak. Nay, in this awful exigence 
strong faith is sometimes rendered rant through.
the weakness of ,nature. 

At the moment when his faith is looking round 
for every additional confirmation, he may rejoice 
in those blessed certainties, those glorious reali 
zations which scripture affords. lie may take 
comfort that the strongest atteztations given by 
the apostles to the reality of the heavenly state, 
were not conjectural. They, to use the words 
of our Saviour, spelt° what they knew, and testi. 
fied what they had seen. '1 reckon,' says St. 
Paid, 'that the afflictions of this present life are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed.' Ile said this after be had 
been caught up in the third heaven; after ho 
had beheld the glories to which lie alludes. Time 
author of the Apocalyptic vision, having described 
the ineffable glories of the new Jerusalem, thus 
puts new life and power into his description.—' I 
John saw these things, and heard them.' 

-AL The power of diatinguislaing objects increases 
with cur approach to them. The Christian feels 
that he is entering on a state w.bere every care 
will cease, every fear vanish, eeery desire be 
fulfilled, every sin be done away, every graco 
perfected: where there will be no more tempts. 
(ions to reaist, no more passions to subdue, or 
more insensibility to mercies, no snore deadnesb 
in service, no more wandering in prayer, no 
more sorrows to be felt for himself, no tears to 
be shed for others, lie is going where his de-
votion will be without languor, his love without 
alloy, his doubts certainty, his expectation en. 
joyment, his hope fruition. All will be perfect, 
for God will be all in all. 
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41 This God he know* that he shall dative sm. ler vision. Ns hee awed to Ina la the weld, 
wediately all his happiness, It will no longer for he has found it both a reed and a spear; it 
pass through any of those channels which nay has failed and it has pierced him. He leans net 
sully its purity. It will be offered him through on himselc for he has long known his weakness. 
ao second cause which may fail, no intermediate He leans not on his virtues, for they can do no. 
agent which may deceive, no uncertain medium thing for him. Had he no better refuge he feels 
which may disappoint. The felicity is not only that his sun would set in darkness; his Useless 
certain, but perfect,--not only perfect, but eter. in despair. 

But he knows in whom he has trusted, and 
As he approaches the land ot realities, the therefore knows not what he should fear.—He 

shadows of this earth cease to interest or mislead looks upward with holy but humble confidence 
km. The films are removed from his eyes. Ob. to that great Shepherd, who having long •since 
'ects are stripped of their fake lustre. Nothing conducted him into green pastures,—having by 

• that is really little any longer looks great. The his rod corrected, and by his staff supported 
mists of vanity are dispersed. Every thing him, will, he humbly trusts, guide him through 
which is to have an end appeari small, appears the dark valley of the shadow .or death, and 
30thing. Eternal things assume their proper safely land him on the peaceful shores of ems. • 
•sagnitude. fur he beholds them in the true point lasting vw 
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